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Hi, heroes! Well, it was bound to happen! 
Now that Marvel has conquered the publish- 
ing world it looks like movie stardom will be 
next! Believe it or not, a bunch of your 
bullpen buddies and | have just finished 
doing a scene for a new feature film starring 
Eric Roberts, who plays a comic book artist! 
It's an adventure mystery called “Into Thin 
Air” and it should be hitting theaters around 
the country later this year. 

You see, they wanted to show a scene 
'j where Roberts is talking to his editor in the 

comic book bullpen. Instead of cooking up 

some fictional company, writer/director 

Larry Cohen asked if he could simply bring 

his camera crew to Marvel's own head- 

quarters! Well, that wasn't possible because 

it would have taken too long and none of us 

would have gotten any work done for all that 

time, but—we did the next best thing! We 

helped Larry create a set that looks just like 
j our Marvel menagerie. Then, to make it even 
H more realistic, the biggest hams among us 
actually volunteered to play ourselves during 
the shooting, so you'll be able to see us in 
the movie! The only problem is, now that 
some of our corny crew have gotten a taste 
of show biz, how do we manage to chain ‘em 
back to their drawing boards again?! 

For those of you who can't stand the sus- 
pense, you'll find even more info about this 
earth-shattering media event in MARVEL 


AGE MAGAZINE #80 where | devoted my 
1] whole Soapbox page to providing all the 
] delectable details. As for the rest of you, be 
} forewarned! I'll be back again next ‘ish with 

Still more items of incalcuable insignificance! 


Excelsior! 


ITEM: Lets all wish Epic Comics editor Daring 
Dan Chichester the best of luck as he em- 
barks on a full-time freelance writing career. 
And while we're at it, let's welcome to the 
Marvel Universe the following new assistant 
editors. All the way from California, Gallant 
Gary Barnum has stepped into Slim Jim 
DiGiovanna's old job of assisting Breath- 
taking Bobbie Chase, while the Slim One 
has moved to California (was this some sort 
of swap’). All the way from Hoboken, Delirious 
Dan Cuddy has signed on to be Arachnerd 
Jim Salicrup's right hand man on all the 
Spidey titles. Gargantuan Glenn Herdling 
was kicked downstairs to work in our manu- 
facturing department to make sure ail the 
comics are stapled properly, among other 
important duties. Big Barry Dutter, the one- 
time president of the Committe to Abolish 
the She-Hulk, has mended his ways and has 
become Jumbo Jim Saticrup's left hand man 
on MARVEL AGE MAGAZINE, replacing 
Diligent Dwight Jon Zimmerman, who 
sashayed over to our Domestic Licensing 
Department. Exuberant Eric Fein has 
joined Uncanny Danny Fingeroth to bring 
ALPHA FLIGHT, MOON KNIGHT, and the 
rest, to new heights of glory. And in case 
you're wondering about Mad Marcus 
McLaurin, he's just been promoted to 
Managing Editor to replace Gregory Wright 
who was just promoted to replace the 
departing Dan Chichester. Now then, Greg's 
former aide-de-camp Evanescent Evan 
Skolnick has just jumped ship to Scintillat- 
ing Sid Jabobson's STAR line to replace 
Lovely Lisa Trusiant who has also stepped 
into the freelance arena. Greg has tapped 
his former college intern, Sizzling Suzanne 
Dell’Orto to serve as his new assistant. 
Whew! Let's hope this new crew sticks 
around a while. It gets a tad confusing trying 
to explain these office shuffles all the time! 


ITEM: Hey, you know how the past few 
years we've tied all our annuals together into |] 
one epic storyline, such as the unforgettable 
“Atlantis Attacks,” or the legendary “Evolution- 
ary War"? Well, this year, we've decided to 
do alittle something different. We'll be doing 
several shorter multi-parters in our annuals, 
instead of one great big one. Each story will 
spread out over three or four annuais, in- 
stead of going across the board. The first 
annual epic will be called “Life Form,” in 
which a new creature is created and goes on 
to become more and more powerful. As the 
creature's strength level increases, so does 
the power level of his opponents! The saga 
of the life form will be told in this year's 
PUNISHER, DAREDEVIL, INCREDIBLE 
HULK, and SILVER SURFER annuals. After 
“Life Form,” look for further annual epics, 
including a saga connecting the various 
AVENGERS titles, and one involving the 
SPIDER-MAN line. 

ITEM: For those of you who've been waiting 
for Mighty Marvel to make a big splash in 
video games, wait no more! instead, rush 
out to your nearest video game store and 
pick up “The Revenge of Shinobi” from 
Sega-Genesis. It's an action-packed game 
featuring none other than. . .the Amazing 
Spider-Man! Yes, that's right, ol’ Web-Head 
shows up at the sixth level, and gives the 
player a very hard time. Our own vidiot, 
Craig Anderson, recommends the game 
very highly, saying “the graphics are incredi- 
ble.” Craig added that Spidey is “very hard to 
beat." That should come as no surprise to 
any of Spidey’s villains! “Revenge of Shinobi” 
features Spidey at his web-slinging, wall- 
crawling best. But “Revenge of Shinobi’ is 
but the beginning of our assault on the video 
field. There will be more to come in the 
months ahead. Who says this isn't the 
Mighty Marvel Age of Video Games? 
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Attention correspondents: if you don't want your full address printed, please be sure to tell us so! 


We received a huge outpouring of mall on 
our current X-MEN storyline, in which the 
X-Men were split up and replaced with a new 
team. It seems a lot of you had grown rather 
attached to our most recent group of X-Men, 
and were sorry to see some of them go, 
especially Longshot and Rogue. All of this is 
& testament to the writing ability of Chris 
Claremont, who can bring characters to lite, 
and then take the risk of getting rid of them! 
Never let It be said that Chris is afraid to take 
chances! Some of you like what we're doing, 
some of you hate it, but everyone's got an 
opinion! Here now, your comments... . 


Dear X-Men, } 

| just finished reading X-MEN #255, the con- 
clusion to the Reavers saga. X-MEN has been 
my favorite comic for years, and this issue re- 
minded me why. Great scripting! Great art! Great 
everything! You really had me worried when 
Longshot left, Storm “died,” and everyone else 
went into the Siege Perilous (except Wolverine, 
who was having too much fun being crucified 
and hunted by the Reavers). 

| was thrilled to see one of my favorite charac- 
ters, Forge, was back! And it's great to see 
Banshee back in action. | was beginning to get 
gloomy when the Reavers attacked Muir island 
and Legion fought against both groups. I'm sure 
that we will be seeing more of the Morlocks in the 
future, and it should be exciting when Banshee 
and Forge look for the X-Men. 

Congratulations to Chris for being named #1 
favorite comic writer (in the COMICS BUYER'S 
GUIDE fan awards). He sure deserved it! | look 
forward to seeing more great issues of X-MEN. 
So until Wolvie runs for president, Make Mine 
Marvel (or Make Mine X-Men!) 


Marc Harding 
7111 Glen Parkway 
Richmond, VA 23229 


Thanks for the kind words, Marc. We 
thought Chris deserved to win that award, 
too. Heck, we voted for. him! However, our 
next letter writer probably did not vote for 
Chris. .. 


Dear X-MAIL, 

My opinion of Chris Claremont's new X-MEN: 

CHRIS, THIS TIME YOU'VE GONE TOO 
FAR!!! 

Gentlemen, | predict a drop in sales within the 
next few months. (Unfortunately, uniucky swines 
like myself who have just renewed their sub- 
scriptions aren't so happy.) | normally would not 
write such a negative letter, but | thought you 
Quys could use some constructive criticism. 

PS: If yqu guys share my opinions, please hire 
someone else to replace that defiler of good 
comics (Chris). 

PPS: Sorry if | hurt your feelings, Chris. 

PPS: If you guys need any new artists, I'll be 
available in eleven years. 


Paolo Piselli 
584 Cobblestone Dr. 
Orage, CT 06477 


You're right, Paolo—we can always use 
some good constructive criticism. Now all 
we need is someone to give us some! 


Dear writers of the X-Men, 

What is going on? I've been an X-Men fan for 
many years, and have always managed to know 
what the stories were about. Until now. | don't 
know who's who any more! 

I'm not trying to tell you how to do your job, just 
how to improve the book. First and foremost: try 
to do clear-cut stories. That's it. Have all the 
X-Men back together again, with everybody hav- 
ing their powers. Bring Wolverine and Professor 
X back. 


Ht all this happens, | will be very happy, and so 
will other X-MEN fans who feel this way. Another 
thing that would make me happy is this letter 
being printed. 

Until Dr. Doom gets a real job, make mine 
Marvel. 

Paul Herbert 
106 Fleming St: 
Harrington. DE 19952 


Dear X-Men: 

| just got finished reading X-MEN #255. | was 
stunned! 

| loved how Destiny predicted her own death, 
and then met it with dignity and courage. This 
showed me that she really cared for the other 
people on her team. She would rather sacrifice 
herself than have another member of her team 
be sacrificed in her place. | believe that Destiny 
can see one possible future and not necessarily 
the set future. This leaves much to the imagina- 
tion, and lets the reader know that just because 
Destiny predicts something, that does not mean 
itis going to happen that way. 

More on the X-Men—! loved how Banshee 
got back into battle. I think he missed the X-Men 
more than he may have realized. He seems like 
he is going to be an incredible asset to the team 
in the future. Professor X will be shocked when 
he sees Banshee in action after all these years! 

The only thing ! didn't like about issue #255 
was the way you left a lot of things in the dark. 
For instance, what happened to the Blob, 
Avalanche, and Stonewall? 


John Salvage 
4437 Bromyard Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 


As we mentioned above, John, Stonewall 
died, Avanianche was hurt, and Blob.went 
out to the ice cream parlor, where he quickly 
downed six milk shakes, twelve sundaes, 
and three chocolate eclairs. The reason we 
didn't show all this in the comic is because if 
you've ever seen the Blob eat, it’s nota pretty 
site! 


Dear Uncanny, 

What the heck happened to the X-Men?! | 
thought they were supposed to be a team. In- 
stead they are separated all over the worid. 

My questions are: Where are Rogue and 
Havok, and are they still part of the team? My 
friend Ramon says that Longshot is dead. | 
would like to know if this is true. 


Gregor Benedetti 
241 6th Ave. 
New York, NY 10014 


Havok is off in Genosha, helping out with 
the rebellion there. Rogue is apparently 


dead, but don't be so sure! Although Havok 
and Rogue are not with the team presently, 
they may return to the X-Men again some 
day. (Hope you caught the Mutant Scorecard 
in MARVEL AGE #85 for an update on the 
status of all the X-Men.) 

Oh, and you can tell Ramon that Longshot 
is not dead. He’s just not an X-Man any more. 
But Longshot will be getting his own series 
someday. ft won't be out this year, and It 
might not even be out next year, but It is on 
the way. 

We're waiting for Art Adams to start draw- 
Ing It, but he keeps doing all these X-MENand 
EXCALIBUR annuals and specials instead! 
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